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! x. A stream Seta reproduces apparatus for reading 

2 out stream data stored in a recording medium and reproducing 

3 the data, comprising: 

4 a reading processing portion for reading out the 



5 



0 6 definition information stored in the recording medium; and 

u 

2 7 



a processing portion tor reproducing the read out 
8 stream data* 



stream data from the recording medium according to branch 



O 
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2. (AMSKDEO) The scream data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, vherein 

the branch definition information has information indicating 
a branch position and information indicating a branch 
destination, and 

the reading processing portion is operable to start reading 
out the stream data from the branch destination when the reading 
of the stream data is completed up to the branch position. 

3. (AMENDED) the stream data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein 

the branch definition information further has information 
indicating the number of branches, and 

the reading processing portion is operable to read out the 
stream data according to the number of branches. 
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4 . i AMEN 0£ D } The s t r earn data rep rod u c 1 nc a ppa r a t u s 
according to claim I, wherein 

the branch definition information further has information 
indicating whether or not to permit branching, and 

the reading processing portion is operable to perform a 
branch in reading out the stream data only if branching is 
permitted. 



S. {AMENDED) The stream data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein 

the recording medium is a portable recording medium. 



6. (AMENDED) The stream data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim, 2, wherein 

the recording medium is a portable recording medium. 



?. (AMENDED) The stream, data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein 
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the recording medium is a portable recording medium, 

8. (AMENDED) The stream data reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 4, wherein 

the recording medium is a portable recording medium. 

9. (AMENDED) A method of reading out and reproducing 
stream data stored in a recording medium comprising the steps of: 

reading out branch definition information from the recording 
medium; 

reading out the stream data from the recording medium 
according to the branch definition information; and 
reproducing the read out stream data. 

10. {AMENDED) A recording medium recorded with a stream 
data reproducing program, the program comprising code for: 

reading out branch definition information from the recording 
medium; 

reading out stream data from the recording medium according 
to the -branch definition information; and 
reproducing the read out stream data. 

11. ^AMENDED) A stream data reproducing program stored on a 
computer readable medium for enabling processing, said processing 
comprising the steps of: 

reading out branch definition information from the computer 

readable medium; 

reading out stream data from the computer readable niedi 
according to the branch definition information; and 

reproducing the read out stream data* 
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1 12. A recording medium recorded with; 

2 stream dat&j 

S branch definition information to control the order of 

4 reading the stream data; and 

5 a stream data reproducing program to allow the stream 
§ <> data to be read out according to the branch definition 
p. 7 information and reproduced - 

m 



